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ALL OUT TO
WASHINGTON!
"Camina Con Nosotros"
National Puerto Rican Affirm~tion Day
Friday, March 29, 1996 • Washington, DC
Join community activists for a historic gathering in Washington , D.C. to celebrate the
contributions , strengths and legacy of the Puerto Rican experience . Puerto Rican
Affirmation Day will unite thousands of Boricuas from throughout the United States and
Puerto Rico in the nation 's capital to bring attention to Puerto Rican public policy issues, ensure our visibility, and empower our community.

PUERTO RICAN MEMBERS OF CONGRESS
Luis V. Gutierrez,
Jose E. Serrano,
Nydia M. Velazquez, and
Resident Commissioner
Carlos Romero Barcelo

will host public policy forums.
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What is CAMINA CON NOSOTROS National Puerto Rican Affirmation Day?

Boricua First! has been organized by
Puerto Rican leaders from throughout the
United States and Puerto Rico to bring
attention to the public policy needs of the
Puerto Rican community; highlight and
celebrate the contributions to society of
the Puerto Rican community; develop
strategic solutions which address the
needs of the Puerto Rican community;
and establish a national Puerto Rican
leadership network to implement political
action strategies.

Camina Con Nosotros/National
Puerto Rican Affirmation Day
begins with a welcoming reception at the
White House for national and local
leaders and Boricua Firstl sponsoring
organizations on Thursday, March 28th.
Participants will also include Members of
Congress, Cabinet Officials, Puerto
Rican White House Appointees, and
Leaders of National Advocacy Organizalions.

Public Policy forums will be hosted by
Puerto Rican members of Congress on
the issues of Health, Education, Veterans
Affairs, and Economic Development
Policy briefings on issues important to
Puerto Ricans, will be hosted at several
government offices by agency officials.
The day will end with a meeting at the
White House to discuss issues of
importance to the Puerto Rican community and to present Boricua First!
petitions to President Clinton requesting

On Friday March 29th , 11 :00 AM at the

the pardon of the 15 Puerto Rican

Vietnam Veterans Memorial there will be

political prisoners and a presentation of

a wreath laying ceremony and a tribute

policy and political concerns. A

to Boricuas who have served in the

Hispanic unity celebration will be held

military. Participants will include

this evening .

members of Congress, Veterans
Organization leaders, Puerto Rican
Immediately following the Boricua

Boricua '96 Voter Visibility
Campaign, Saturday, March 3oth.
Boricua First! will hold a political issue

Veterans ceremony, the participants will

summit to provide activists an opportu-

celebrities, and national political leaders.

march (La Caminata) from the Vietnam

nity to discuss, and develop action plans

Veterans Memorial to the steps of the

to insure the visibility and political

Capital Building where speakers will

participation of the Puerto Rican

address political action, policy, advo-

community in the upcoming 96'

cacy, and empowerment strategies

presidential elections.

topics.
During the afternoon, delegations will
proceed to meet with various congressional leaders and the cabinet agency
heads to present public policy agendas.

Continued on page 5
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In honor of International Women's Day, Que Ondee Sola offers the following poems:

FOR THE CHILDREN OF THE IMPRISONED
PARENTS AND ALL PUERTO RICAN CHILDREN
Dylcia Pagan
Listen Boriquefio child the soul of our country
In you we see the future of our struggle for independence.
Our homeland is courage and sacrifice,
as Dr. Albizu taught us.
Walk with your heads held high,
because your parents are freedom fighters .
From these cold bars,
we are strengthened,
Knowing no empire can take away our children's love,
the children who love liberty.
Listen Boriqueno child, the moment for struggle has come,
with pride and determination take a gun in one hand, and raise the other high,
To let the world know that our victory must arrive.

RIO GRANDE DE LOIZA

CONSUELO LEE CORRETJER
Consuelo Lee Tapia Corretjer was born in Santurce, Puerto Rico on March 29,
1904. Her father, Alberto Lee Bastanta, born in Ponce, was the son os an Englishman and a Puerto Rican woman from Ponce. Her mother, Catalina Tapia Diaz, was
the daughter of Alejandro Tapia y Rivera, recognized as the father of Puerto Rican
letter, and of a Spaniard , Rosario Diaz Despiau .
She is the seventh of twelve children. At age 4 she began her studies attending
several schools; Blanch Kellog, Habra, Saint John and graduated from the Puerto
Rican High School for Girls. The First World War prevented her from continuing her
education in Europe. However, her education advanced with private instruction in art,
music, writing and painting. Shortly after turning fifteen, she traveled to the United
States with her parents and entered Dwight College, where she studied for the next
four years. In 1936 two major historic events took place, which revealed to her the
critical situation facing the peoples of the world, and which changed her life - the
Spanish Civil War and the imprisonment of the Puerto Rican Nationalists. Years later
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she would marry one of them.
Since 1936 she worked for independence and Socialism for Puerto Rico. In
1937 she joined the Communist Party. She supported herself as a photographer, with
studios in New York and Baltimore. In 1943 the new magazine Pueblos Hispanos
(Hispanic Peoples), founded and directed by Juan Antonio Corretjer, months after
being released from the Federal Peniteniary of Atlanta, is published for the first time.
Conseulo ran the magazine during its two years of publications. From October, 1945
to June 1946 she lived in Cuba with her husband , Juan Antonio Corretjer, before
returning to Puerto Rico. She lived Ciales for the next few months, in Barrio Fronton.
They traveled daily to San Juan, both being members of the Communist Party of
Puerto Rico. She participated in an intesive organizational and Marxist educational
effort in Jayuya and the other parts of Puerto Rico.
In 1948 she lived in Guaynabo. There she founded and directed Betances
School, which had no association with the official system. It was destoyed by the
police on October 30, 1950. The effect of this work lasts today. This is the source of
Corretjer's poem "Walking Alone at Night" - which has achieved much popularity as a
poem and a song.
When the Liga Socialista Puertorriqueria (Puerto Rican Socialist League) was
founded in January, 1963, she became a member of the Central Committee. For 25
years she taught piano, giving private classes both in her home and her student's
homes. Her only published book, "With One Shoulder Less" was published in June
1977 by the lnstituto de Cultura Puertorriquerio (Institute of Puerto Rican Culture), in a
limited edition of 3,000 copies. Until her death, she participated in demonstrations
and was a member of the Comite Especial en Apoyo y Defensa de los Prisioneros de
Guerra Puertorriquerios (Committee in Defense of the Puerto Rican Prisoners of War).
In 1969 she was arrested, along with her husband and other leaders of the
Puerto Rican Socialist League, for allegedly carrying arms, and was charged with
Seditous Conspiracy. In the court of Bayamon she was sentenced to 7 months in
prison and 5 years in Ponce. Following this sentencing, she was imprisoned in the
Women's prison of Vega Alta and released on bail , several days later. Following a trial
which lasted 10 years, her sentences were revoked.
Her poem "In the Time of Cynics," in the abovementioned book, has been
reproduced many times. Its author fought to end the time of Cynics in Puerto Rico
and everywhere.

A CHILD
A child is a future, inexorable, synthesis of creation, owner of everything he sees,
that he touches, that he hears, that he feels, inhales, tastes.
But overall he is a vehicle of immortality; without a past appearance but a steel container of all
the past and all that lived, free, without straps nor fear restless fighter
seeking his kind as the plants seek the sun.
Ignoring prejudices, and other negativeness; wearing hopes for the first time sharing
originalities within all that is the same in eternal repetition eternally and as old as the earth
itself a child, do not be deceived my friend, in his soft wrap (which is his strength) pink, black,
red or whatever other human hue in which he arrives wrapped his fragile hardness, is always
a future inexorable, static's enemy whose meaning is to change all.
continued on page 8
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Program
Thursday, March 28, 1996
Welcome to Washington, DC
White House (Indian Treaty Room)
(By invitation only. Due to limited capacity)
Constitution Ave. & 21st street
Friday, March 29, 1996
Ceremony to Honor Boricua Veterans
Vietnam Veterans Memorial
11 :00 PM
Caminata to the Capital
Staging area: Constitution Ave.
between 20th & 21st street
1:00 PM
Public Policy Forums
Hosted By Puerto Rican Members of Congress
Nydia M. Velazquez -Education
Luis V. Gutierrez - Veterans Affairs
Carlos Romero Barcelo - Economic Development
Presentation of Policy Agendas to Members of Congress
At the U.S. Capitol Building
2:00 PM - 4:00 PM

Government Agency Policy Briefings
Various Locations
4:00 PM - 6:00 PM
Issues Meeting and Presentation of Petitions
to Free 15 Puerto Rican Political Prisoners
White House
5:00 PM
Hispanic Unity Celebration
6:00 PM
Saturday, March 30, 1996
Boricua '96 Voter Visibility Campaign
8:00 PM - 12:00 Noon
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LATINO SPECTRUM
Puerto RicansU.S. Citizens in
Limbo

by Roberto
Rodriguez &
Patrisia Gonzalez
(Copyright Chronicle Features, 1996)
• Latino Spectrum is a nationally syndicated
column, distributed by Chronicle Features.
Rodriguez/Gonzales can be reached at
(915) 593-2387. PO. Box 370394, El Paso,
Texas 79937 or at XXXROBERTO@AOL.COM
br PATRISIAX@AOL.COM

At the end of 1995, the U.S.
Department State agreed to recognize
the petition of Juan Mari Bras, 68, of
Mayaguez, Puerto Rico, to renounce his
U.S. citizenship.
Bras claimed U.S. citizenship is
an imposed foreign citizenship, and
declared that he was "Boricua" first.
(Boricua is the Taina word for Puerto
Rican). He did this, in part, to buttress
the claim that Puerto Rico is a separate
nation.
Since then, at least 500 other
Puerto Ricans have also renounced their
U.S. citizenship, says Jose Lopez,
Director of the Puerto Rican Cultural
Center in Chicago. Prompted by this
pro-independence fervor, Puerto Rican
leaders across the country say it is time
for Puerto Ricans t reflect upon what it
means to be a U.S. citizen. And they
have called for the celebration of
"Boricua First"-a National Puerto Rican
Affirmation Day-on March 29 in
Washington DC. This gathering will
bring to light the concerns of Puerto
Ricans both on the island and on the
mainland .
Puerto Rico became part of the
United States in 1898 as a result of the
Spanish-American War in which Spain
ceded the island. In 1917, the Jones
Act made Puerto Ricans U.S. citizens.
"Puerto Ricans didn't choose to be
Americans," points out Howard Jordan,
managing editor of Critica, a publication

of the New York-based Institute for
Puerto Rican Policy (IPRP).
Puerto Rico's commonwealth
status means that island residents
cannot vote in U.S. presidential election.
Yet, Puerto Ricans have repeatedly
voted against statehood (last time, in
1993) partly because many fear that
statehood would mean they would be
forced to assimilate and would lose their
Latin American culture.
Many Americans view Puerto
Ricans as immigrants and newcomers,
says Jordan. And they are often treated
accordingly. It is not unheard of for U.S.
immigration agents to ask Puerto Ri cans
for foreign passports, and for Puerto
Ricans to suffer discrimination in the
workplace as suspected "illegal aliens."
Confusion over Puerto Rican
identity is rooted in Puerto Rico's
colonial relationship-political, cultural
and linguistic-to the rest of the United
States.
There are approximately 6.5
million Puerto Ricans in the United
States, who make up 2.5 percent of the
total population. However, when the
island is excluded from the Census
count-which is standard practice-the
percentage decreases to around 1
percent.
When the residents of Puerto Rico
are counted as part of the U S Latino
population, Puerto Ricans make up 24
percent of all Latinos, but only half that
when Puerto Rico's population is
excluded.
This intentional miscount
reinforces the notion that Puerto Ricans
are not part of the United States, leaving
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them in a political twilight zone. "It
relegates them to second class
citizenship," says Angelo Falcon, JPRP
president. As a result, government
officials virtually ignore the concerns of
Puerto Ricans-a population that has
the highest levels of poverty and
unemployment in the country.
The Census also slights the
Puerto Rican community through its
creation of the generic "Hispanic"
category. Lumped together under this
one heading, specific Latino communities become invisible. So, while the
different groups must assert their
uniqueness, they must also be willing to
unite when all Latinos are being
attacked, says Falcon.
Another identity issue for Puerto
Ricans has surfaced in Philadelphia.
There, the police department has
infuriated the Latino community by
deciding to follow federal guidelines
and recognize only black, white, Asian
and Native American racial categories.
This policy forces Latinos to accept
official U.S. government definitions of
race-which essentially do not recognize races that are mixed.
"All Latinos are mestizos (of
mixed race). We have a little bit of
everything ," says Lizette Ortiz, president
of the Latino American Student
Association at West Chester University,
Pa. The U.S. government has taken
Latinos' land (Puerto Rico and half of
Mexico); through legislation, politicians
are trying to take away our language
(Spanish); and now the federal
government is attempting to impose an
identity upon us, says Ortiz. "That's
were we draw the line. "
Angel Ortiz, a Philadelphia city
councilman, says that once Latinos are
forced to accept the official U.S.

definitions of race, census bureaucrats
and other government officials "will
inject us with their virus of racism. " The
U.S. Census generally does not
acknowledge race mixture, instead
reinforcing historically racist and
dangerous concepts of "racial purity."
As a result of the councilman 's intervention , the police department is reviewing
its new policy.
The purpose of "Boricua First,"
says Jordan , is to focus Washington 's
attention on the specific political and
economic agenda of Puerto Rico and to
get Puerto Rican bureaucrats in
Washington to be more responsive to
their communities.
Thousands from around the
country are expected to participate in
the bipartisan event. "Boricua First"
activities will commence at the Vietnam
Memorial and will highlight the historical
role of Boricuas in defending the United
States in wars throughout the nation's
history. (There are, for example 2,00
Puerto Rican names on the Vietnam
Memorial wall.) The day will end with
the presentation of petitions to the
President for the pardon of 15 Puerto
Rican political prisoners-who are in
prison because of violent independence-related activities against the U.S.
military installations in Puerto Rico and
corporate targets on the mainland.
Most were charged with committing
"seditious conspiracy," highlighting the
old adage that "one man's terrorist is
another man's freedom fighter. "
The leaders hope to link up with
the October 12 Latino march on
Washington-as equal partners, they
say; not simply as supporters.
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pardon of
15 Puerto Rican
political prisoners

8

March 1996

RIO GRANDE DE LOIZA
Julia de Burgos
Rio Grande de Loiza! ... Extend yourself into my spirit
and let my soul get lost in your streams, to search for the fountain that stole you away as a
child and in a mad impulse returned you to the path.
Coil yourself around my lips and let me drink you, to feel you mine for a brief moment, and
hide you from the world and hide you in yourself, and hear astonished voices in the mouth of
the wind.
Get off for an instant from the lion of the earth, and look for the intimate secret of my longing;
lose yourself in the flight of my bird imagination, and leave a water rose for my illusions.
Rio Grande de Loiza! ... My source, my river, ever since the maternal petal raised me to the
world; with you went down from the rugged hills, to look for a new furrows, my pale desires;
and all my childhood was a poem in the river, and a river in the poem of my first dreams.
Adolescence came. Life surprised me pinned to the wildest part of your eternal voyage;
and I was yours a thousand times, and in love, you awoke my soul and kissed my body.
Where did you take the waters that bathed my figure with the stream of the newly risen sun?
Who knows in what remote Mediterranean country some faun on the beach will be possessing of me!
Who knows in what showers of what distant lands I will be spilling in order to open up new
furrows; or if perhaps, tired of biting hearts, I will be freezing in ice crystals.
Rio Grande de Loiza! ... Blue. Dark. Red.
Blue Mirror, fallen blue piece of sky; naked white flesh turned black each time night gets in
your bed; red strips of blood when under rain floods of mud vomit on the hills.
Man river, but man with purity of river, because in your blue kiss you give your blue soul.
My very dear river. Man river. The only man who, kissing my body, has kissed my soul.
Rio Grande de Loiza! ... Big river, big tear. The biggest of all our insular tears, if it were not
for those flowing out through the eyes of my soul for my enslaved people.
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Did You Know-?
Puerto Rican Women Political Prisoners are
serving 35 to 99 years in US Prisons?

Women have always played
a leading role in the struggle for
Puerto Rican independence and
have paid a heavy price for it.
The Puerto Rican women
Political Prisoners follow in the
footsteps of such national
heroines as Mariana Bracetti,
Lola Rodriguez de Tio, Luisa
Capetillo, Blanca Canales and
Lolita Lebron.
Arrested in 1980, these
women were sentenced to terms
19 times longer than the average
sentence for that year. Many of
them have been subjected to
sexual, psychological and
physical abuse at the hands of
their jailers.

Throughout the world,
governments are releasing
political prisoners, often at the
insistence of the US government.
Yet, the United States continues
to hold fifteen Puerto Ricans
imprisoned for political reasons.
Puerto Rico has been subjected to US colonial rule for
over 95 years. Governed first by
military rule, and for the next 50
years by a US-appointed governor, Puerto Ricans have never
had the opportunity to exercise
their right of self-determination.
The establishment of the present
colonial government, the socalled "commonwealth," is the
product of a carefully structured
and administered socio-economic developmental model,
and the necessary brutal attempts to divest Puerto Ricans of
their national identity.
Puerto Rico is also one of the
world's most militarized countries, with over 21 military
installations. As an example, the
island of Vieques, once home to
many thousands of Puerto
Ricans, has lost 75% of its best
lands and waters to US war
games and military training.

Puerto Rican people are no
different from other peoples in
their desire to be free from
colonial domination and exercise
their right to self-determination.
Throughout Puerto Rican
history people have fought
against colonialism. The political prisoners presently in US
custody are a part of this trajectory. Independentists working in
Puerto Rico and the United
States have been harassed,
surveilled, arrested, exiled,
imprisoned and even murdered
because of their activities in
support of independence. For
the past sixteen years the Puerto
Rican prisoners, serving the
equivalent of life sentences, have
borne the brunt of the US policy
of suppressing the anti-colonial
movement. This policy entails
the withholding of medical care,
isolation and other efforts to
destroy their will and their
identity in gross violation of
their human rights, according to
the United Nations and Amnesty International.
The National Committee to
Free Puerto Rican Priosners of
War and Political Prisoners is
part of the International Cam-
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paign for their freedom. As part
of this campaign, we work in
our communities to remind
people that there are political
prisoners in the United States, to
advocate for their rights while
incarcerated, and by our work
and actions, expose the fact that
the human rights of these men
and women are being violated
because of what they stand for,
and that sixteen years of prison
have been sixteen too many.

Did You
Know That...
• the Puerto Rican POW s
sentences in 1981 were 19
times higher than the average
sentence handed out that
same year for all federal
crimes in the entire country?
• the Puerto Rican POWs
arrested in 1980 have already
served 2 times longer in
prison than the longest time
served for federal prisoners,
and 3 to 4 times longer than
the average time served by
people convicted of violent
crimes in the state courts?

For more information:
National Committee to
Free Puerto Rican POWs
and Political Prisoners
2048 W. Division Street,
Chicago, IL
60622, 312.278.0885
ncprpowpp@aol.com

monfh ol
solidarifY
Wifh
puerfo
rican
prisoners
ol war &
polifical
prisoners
Jhunday April 4

Friday, April 2fi

Opening Art Exhibition featuring
works by
Oscar Lopez Rivera and Elizam
Escobar
puerto rican prisoners of war
reception 6:00 pm free
Dr. Pedro Albizu Campos
Museum of Puerto Rican History
and Culture ,1457 N. California,
312.342.4880

Special Guest Speaker
Rafael Cancel Miranda
date and time TBA

Friday, April 5
Good Friday Walk for Justice
National Committee to sponosr
Station #4, Jesus meets his
mother.
Beg ins at the little plaza on the
corner of Congress and
Miichigan. 12:00-3:00 pm free

Safurday, April 20
Midwest Hearings on Control
Units, Prisons and Political
Prisoners
United Methodist Temple, 77 W.
Washington
9:00-6 :00 pm , $3-10 sliding
scale, no one turn ed away for
lack of funds .

Safurday, April 21
Illinois State University
(Normal, IL)
Puerto Rican/Latino Conference
Keynote Speaker: Rafael Cancel
Miiranda

Safurday, May 4
Join the Caravan to Denounce
Control Units, the continued
incareceration of Puerto Rican
POWs and Political Prisoners,
and Prisons.
Car Caravan to Wabash Valley
Control Unit and USP Terre
Haute, IN
Other activities to be announced. Please contact the
National Committee for more
details at 312.278.0885.
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JOIN THE MIDWEST
CARAVAN TO PROTEST:
• CONTROL UNIT PRISONS
• CONTINUED IMPRISONMENT OF
PUERTO RICAN POWS &
POLITICAL PRISONERS
• THE DEATH PENALTY
We will be traveling from the Chicago area and across Indiana to:
• The Federal Penitentiary at Terre Haute, site of the U.S. death chamber and the
incarceration of Edwin Cortes, Puerto Rican Prisoner of War.
• Wabash Valley Correctional Institution, Indiana's newest control unit prison , in Carlisle,
30 miles south of Terre Haute.
When: Saturday, May 4th - The Chicago contingent will depart from the
Puerto Rican Cultural Center, 1671 N. Claremont at 6:30 am and return at 9:00 pm.
How: For more information contact Que Ondee Sola x3807.
This effort is a component of Spring activities across the country
coordinated by the National Campaign to Stop Control Unit Prisons .

Sponsoring organizations:
•National Committee to Free Puerto Rican
Prisoners of War & Political Prisoners
•Crossroad Support Network
•8th Day Center for Justice

•Committee to End the Marion Lockdown

•Autonomous Zone
•Prison Action Committee
•Prairie Fire Organizing Committee
•Interfaith Prisoner of Conscience Project
•Aaron Patterson Defense Committee

•National Lawyers Guild - Chicago Chapter

BENEFIT DINNER/DANCE
with

SON DEL BARRIO
Clemente's High School Salsa Band &
Cimmarron Folkloric Dance Troupe

DJ

$10.00 dinner/dance $6.00 dance only
Friday, March 23
Humboldt Park Parish House
2757 W. LeMoyne
6 pm 'til?

